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Introduction 

Access to technology is integral to the educational mission and purpose of our 

institution.  This policy provides expectations for the use of technology as it affects our 

school and educational community.  The school’s computer network is provided for 

limited educational purposes, not as a public access service. 

Due to the evolutionary nature of technology, it is imperative for students and their 

parents to realize that our policies regarding the use of technology in our community 

will also be evolutionary.  We ask all students and their parents to employ their best 

judgment when it comes to the use of school technology and keep in mind that our 

policies related to technology are not meant to supersede other school policies, but 

rather to complement them.  Although our school provides certain technologies, we 

recognize that members and guests of our community also have their own technology 

devices that they bring to our campus and school events.  Our policies address the 

appropriate use of both technologies provided by the school and personally owned 

devices.  Please read the policies below before using our network and computers.  By 

using BHCS technology and related equipment, you agree to be bound by the terms, 

conditions, and regulations below.  

No policy can detail all possible examples of unacceptable behavior related to 

technology use.  Our school technology users are expected to use their best judgment 

when it comes to making decisions related to the use of all technology and the 

Internet.  If there is ever an issue about which you are unsure, seek the advice of a 

member of the Information Technology department or a school administrator. 

The use of all school owned technology is a privilege; not a right.  This privilege comes 

with personal responsibilities.  If you violate the responsible use of any school 

technology, along with other disciplinary actions, your privilege may be suspended 

and/or revoked.  

Covered Technologies 

Bishop Heelan Catholic Schools (“BHCS”) provides Internet access, desktop and portable 

computers, videoconferencing, online collaboration, email, and more to all staff and students.  

As new educational technology emerges, BHCS will investigate and analyze the 

advantages/disadvantages of their use.  The polices outlined in this document are intended to 

cover all electronic devices.  This includes district and personally owned devices while on 

district grounds. 

 

 



Web Access 

BHCS provides its students with filtered and monitored internet access.  This is done to 

maintain a safe technological environment for all our users.  Students should not maintain any 

expectation of privacy when using district provided internet access.  If a website is blocked and 

the student believes it is needed for educational purposes, they should ask their teacher to 

submit a request to the IT department for review. 

Email 

Beginning with 5th grade, BHCS provides all students with email accounts for the purpose of 

school related communications.  Personal electronic communications should use a personal 

account such as GMail, Microsoft, etc. 

Students should have no expectation of privacy when using school email.  Email usage may be 

monitored and archived for an indefinite amount of time.  

Students should use care and caution when using district provided email.  Students should not 

share personal information, click on links, or attempt to open files from an unknown sender.   

Mobile Devices 

BHCS may provide students with mobile computers or other mobile devices that promote 

learning outside of the classroom.  Students are required to abide by the same acceptable use 

polices when using school devices off the BHCS network as they would when on the BHCS 

network. 

Costs 

Students are expected to treat any and all BHCS owned technology with extreme caution and 

care.  Users should immediately report any loss, damage, or malfunction to IT staff. 

When a BHCS owned technology asset is damaged the district will facilitate the repair or 

replacement of the asset.  The student and their parents will be responsible for financially 

reimbursing the district for the associated costs.  

Personally-Owned Devices 

BHCS allows students to bring and use personally owned electronic devices on campus.  

However, it is also up to individual staff and teachers whether students may use these devices 

in specific classes.  When a student connects a personally owned electronic device to the BHCS 

network, that device and its use will be subject to the guidelines laid out in this acceptable use 

policy.  



Storage 

Students are provided with cloud-based storage.  Students are asked to be respectful of the 

storage they are given.  All data stored on BHCS provided storage platforms is the property of 

BHCS and is subject to monitoring and inspection. 

Personal Safety 

Students should use extreme caution when sharing personal information such as phone 

numbers, addresses, social security numbers, birthdays, or financial information over the 

Internet.  If this information is requested, users should consider why the information would be 

needed.  Internet communication brings anonymity and associated risks.  Students should 

carefully safeguard the personal information of themselves and others. 

Cyberbullying 

Cyberbullying will not be tolerated.  Harassing, insulting, denigrating, impersonating, outing, 

tricking, excluding, and cyberstalking are all examples of cyberbullying. Don’t send emails or 

post comments with the intent of scaring, hurting, or intimidating others. 

Engaging in activities intended to harm (physically or emotionally) another person will result in 

severe disciplinary action and loss of privileges.  In some cases, cyberbullying can be a crime.  

Automatic monitoring is in place to detect this type of behavior.  In the event these actions 

constitute a real or implied legal threat, appropriate authorities will be contacted. 

Limitation of Liability 

BHCS employs filtering and other safety mechanisms and makes every attempt to ensure their 

proper function.  However, BHCS makes no guarantee as to their effectiveness.  BHCS will not 

be responsible for damage or harm to persons, files, data, or hardware. 

BHCS will not be responsible, financially or otherwise, for unauthorized transactions conducted 

over the school network.  

Violations of this Acceptable Use Policy 

Violations of this policy may have disciplinary and/or legal repercussions, up to and including:  

• Suspension of network, technology, or computer privileges 

• Notification of school administrators 

• Notification of legal authorities 

• Other actions as deemed appropriate by district administration. 

  



Acceptable Use Acknowledgement Form 

 

I have read and understand this Acceptable Use policy and understand that my student will be 

responsible for complying with it.  

 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

Student name (printed) 

 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

Parent (or guardian) name (printed) 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

Parent (or guardian) signature 

 

 

___________________ 

Date Signed 

 

 

 

 

 


